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The Christmas Bird Count—Pandemic Year 2

●

SAINT PAUL AUDUBON SOCIETY

Our count will be
organized as follows:

Saint Paul Audubon’s Christmas Bird Count will take
1. Each area in our
place on Saturday, December 18, 2021. This year’s count
CBC Circle will be
will be modified to conform to guidelines set by the
assigned to a
National Audubon Society for conducting a COVID-19
leader. We hope
safe and socially-distanced count. Those guidelines will
many of our
help minimize risk while still providing an opportunity to
previous
get outside, observe birds, and contribute to this vital
participants will
scientific effort.
continue in their
The National Audubon Society guidelines are as
previous
follows:
roles. Our most
• Activities must comply with all current state and
significant need is
municipal COVID-19 guidelines.
generally for new A White-Winged Crossbill, one of the
notable birds counted in 2021. Photo
area leaders,
• Masking is required if social distancing cannot be
by Gregg Severson.
especially given
maintained.
the pandemic guidelines.
• Carpooling may occur only within existing family or
social pod groups.
•

2. The assigned Area Leader will decide how to best
survey their given area following the guidelines
Allow for flexibility as it is not possible to know
above. They may split their area into further sub-areas
individual or family situations with respect to COVIDand assign each sub-area to a different person or
19 risk.
group to be birded separately. Or they may have
participants meet and bird together while following
the guidelines above.
3. Area leaders will fill their groups as they see fit—I
expect many will survey with previous participants.
New participants who contact me will get assigned to
areas as the area leaders request participants.
4. Anyone who lives within the count circle wishing to
participate as a feeder watcher may do so by
contacting me.
The count is subject to cancellation up until count day
if (1) there is insufficient interest; (2) the National
Audubon Society cancels the entire event; (3) another
government mandate requires cancellation; or (4) the
count cannot be conducted safely. The annual potluck
dinner and tally party will not occur this year. I will tally
the overall count from area counts submitted by the
various area leaders.
Gregg Severson, CBC Compiler
A Mountain Bluebird counted on last year’s CBC. Photo by
Gregg Severson.

If you would like to join the count, or if you have questions, please contact Gregg Severson at
gregg.severson@gmail.com or 612-568-5272.
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SAINT PAUL AUDUBON SOCIETY
PO Box 7275, St Paul, MN 55107-7275

Welcome...
To the Saint Paul Audubon Society.
We’re a chapter of the
National Audubon Society.
Our mission is to conserve and restore
natural ecosystems, focusing on birds,
other wildlife, and their habitats
for the benefit of humanity and
Earth’s biological diversity.
You will automatically become a
member of the Saint Paul Audubon
Society if you make a gift of $30 or
more to the National Audubon Society
and reside in Saint Paul, Ramsey and
Washington counties, and surrounding
areas.
The Saint Paul Audubon Society
welcomes everyone to become a
member or participate in activities as a
non-member regardless of their race,
color, national origin, sex, disability,
sexual orientation, marital status, age,
or gender identity.
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Next issue: February/March 2022

President’s Message
Bird Science
I want to thank each of you—our citizen scientists--for
your efforts to advance ornithology, the study of birds.
An ornithologist friend of mine was telling me how much
more data are available nowadays because of “citizen science,” the practice of public participation and collaboration in scientific research. Gathering data on wildlife species is a challenge. Species don’t just pop up to be counted
and a single scientist can only cover so much ground.
That is why amateur wildlife observers can be so valuable. Birding has always been in the forefront of citizen
science.
The Christmas Bird Count began in 1900 and is the
longest-running wildlife census in the world. This year it
begins on December 18 (see page 1). However, it is only
one way birders participate in scientific research. As birders go about finding birds and entering data on ebird.org
and other sites, they are contributing to bird science. Since
its launch in 2002, ebird.org has grown to over 100,000

ABOUT OUR CHAPTER
Founded in 1945 as the ‘St. Paul Bird
Club’ with twelve members, the Saint Paul
Audubon Society now serves the entire
East Metro region of the Twin Cities, and
has around 2,800 members. Our Member
Meetings are held from Sept.-Dec. & Feb.May on the second Thursday of the month.
For more info please contact leaders at
left, or visit www.saintpaulaudubon.org
A B O U T T H E C A R D I N A L The Cardinal is published 6 times a year and posted
on www.saintpaulaudubon.org at t he beginning of February, April, June, August, and
October. For information contact Martha
Douglas, editor, or Jackie Bussjaeger, assistant editor. Copy is due to the editor on the
15th of the month preceding publication.
The Cardinal is available free to everyone on
our website. If you would like to receive a
notice when new issues are ready, go to
www.saintpaulaudubon.org and go to the
“Newsletter” tab to subscribe with your
email address. Our Webmaster is Ben Wilson, ben@simpledesigns.biz or 651-3321362.

active users who play an increasingly important role in
applied science and conservation. The New York Times
called ebird.org “Crowdsourcing for the birds.”
Ebird.org states that its data contribute to hundreds of
conservation decisions, peer-reviewed papers, and student projects, and helps inform research worldwide.
There are even studies about how ebird data are being
used.
Citizen science for environmental matters has been
shown to be so useful that the federal government is now
seeking volunteers. Many agencies use citizenscience.gov
to find volunteers for environmental research projects. A
quick look this morning showed helpers being sought for
projects that included streamflow monitoring, paddling
the Gulf of Mexico to identify coastal paddle trails, and
mapping lamprey distribution. National Geographic also
has programs for citizen scientists. So your birding isn’t
just fun, you are also contributing to science. Just another
reason to head outdoors with your binoculars. Have a
great Christmas Bird Count this year to kick off the holiday season and best wishes for a great 2022.
Happy birding!
Donn Waage, President, Saint Paul Audubon Society
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Help Wanted!
Saint Paul Audubon members and friends are
involved in a wide range of activities promoting the
enjoyment, understanding, and protection of birds
and their habitats. For an all-volunteer
organization, we get a lot of work done! Current
opportunities for which we need immediate help
are listed below along with contact information for
following up.
Cardinal Graphic Designer
Laying out the copy and visuals for our bimonthly Cardinal is a critical job that is now open,
with the resignation of long-time editor/assistant
editor Jackie Bussjaeger (see
adjacent article). A newsletter’s
layout makes a significant
difference in communicating
important information for
members and friends in a way
that is clear and inviting to
read. Cardinal editor Martha
Douglas is looking for an
experienced graphic designer
to take on this role. If you are
interested in being considered,
please contact Martha at
mdouglas@umn.edu and include a brief description
of your experience and some examples of your
work with newsletters. A modest stipend is
provided for this position.
Membership Coordinator
The Society’s board has recommended creating
this new volunteer role to help manage the process
through which people become members, keep track
of membership lists and addresses, coordinate
membership records with the National Audubon
Society, and other related matters. Please contact
Barbara Lindeke at 651-489-0318.
Board and Committee Members
If you are looking for a way to get more
involved in the Society’s conservation, education, or
advocacy activities, consider exploring
opportunities for serving on the board or a
committee. Contact Donn Waage at 612-735-4085 or
donnw@yahoo.com.
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Thank-you to Jackie
Bussjaeger
The Saint Paul
Audubon Society extends
a warm thank-you to
Jackie Bussjaeger, who is
stepping down from her
role as assistant editor of
the Cardinal. Jackie started
as the editor of the
Cardinal in 2017 and has
focused on creating the
layout for the publication since 2020.
With a B.A. in English and Communication Studies, and
experience in community journalism, Jackie was the perfect
person to take over the Cardinal after long-time editor Holly
Peirson left the position in 2017. In 2018, she decided to
pursue a master's degree in Environmental Studies at the
University of Montana and moved to Missoula for two years.
“My concentration was in environmental writing, which
allowed me to meet and work with an incredible group of
writers, as well as learn environmental policy, environmental
law, and take courses in Traditional Ecological Knowledge,”
she says.
Jackie graduated in June 2020 and moved home to
Minnesota to be closer to family. She has been working as a
freelance writer and editor, and has held seasonal positions
conducting wildlife field surveys and performing habitat
restoration. “I am currently searching for full-time work in
the field of environmental education and communication,”
she says.
Jackie brought a love of birding to her work on the
Cardinal. “I've always been fascinated with wildlife and birds
but my curiosity was really sparked when I was leaving for
work one winter morning and noticed a hawk perched in a
tree above me,” she says. “I'd seen a lot of Red-Tailed
Hawks, but this one looked noticeably different, so I spent
the morning on the Cornell Lab of Ornithology website and
eventually concluded it was a Red-Shouldered Hawk. I had
no idea this was something I could find in my
neighborhood, and it really awakened the urge to learn
more.”
“I have really appreciated the many opportunities that
the Saint Paul Audubon Society has provided to have good
community discourse about birds and conservation,” says
Jackie. “I enjoyed the time working on the newsletter, as it
allowed me to stretch some creative muscles, especially
when it came to art and visual design. I extend my thanks to
the SPAS board and members for being such a welcoming
and knowledgeable community during my time at the
Cardinal.”
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Ojibwe Bird Stories and International
Migration Research Featured in Upcoming
Online Presentations
Saint Paul Audubon Society monthly meetings, open
to all, feature presentations on a range of topics relating to
birds and their habitats. The meetings, held the second
Thursday of the month at 7 p.m., will take place via Zoom
in December and January. Go to the website,
www.saintpaulaudubon.org, for the Zoom link and up-todate details.
Here’s the lineup of speakers through May 2022.
December 9: Ogimaagiizhig—Charles Grolla, a
member of the Bois Forte band of Ojibwe, will present
“Ojibwe Bird Stories and Legends.” His presentation,
based on his book Ojibwe Bird Stories, will give an Ojibwe
perspective on birds, based on a lifetime of stories and
legends he acquired from elder family and Ojibwe family
members. Grolla will tell us about Ojibwe names, and
cultural uses and functions in traditional Ojibwe society.
Grolla teaches the Ojibwe language and culture at
Cass Lake-Bena High School. He was formerly a police
and conservation officer on the Red Lake reservation. He
has a bachelor’s degree in Criminal Justice and a master’s
in differential instruction. He is also a traditional Ojibwe
knowledge keeper.
January 13: Abidas Ash, bird biologist at the
University of Belize, will give an update on their work at
the migratory bird monitoring program, which she runs.
This project, “Improving Natural Resources Management
in Belize through Bird Monitoring,” is supported with a
grant from the Saint Paul Audubon Society. Working with
the Institute for Bird Populations, they are seeking
increased knowledge of “our” migratory birds in their
Central American homes.
February 10: Birders and photographers Thomas
Amble and Terry Scheller will present “Birds of Ecuador.”
March 10: David Remucal, curator of endangered
plants at the Minnesota Landscape Arboretum, will
present “Endangered Plants of Minnesota.”
April 14: Lynette Anderson, Interpretive Naturalist
and Restoration Assistant at Belwin Conservancy, will
present “Belwin, Bison, and Birds.”
May 12: Catherine Early, scientist with the MN
Science Museum, will talk about her research into bird
brain evolution.

Warbler Weekend Planning Underway
Thank you to Ed Davies, who has volunteered to
lead the planning and coordination of the 2022 Warbler
Weekend, which will be its 52nd year. Keeping a continuous record of the data collected during the weekend is
only one of the special outcomes of this annual event. It
is also a favorite time for Saint Paul Audubon Society
members and friends to get together, renew acquaintances, and keep our community traditions alive. Unfortunately, the pandemic has required some modifications
for the weekend in the last two years, especially in the
social activities, and we still don’t know what the requirements will be this year.
Many people are involved in planning this event
and helping out or leading bird walks on-site during the
weekend. Ed will work with the Warbler Weekend
Committee to do the overall planning, but watch for
calls for more volunteers as the time approaches. Updates will be available in the Cardinal, on our website,
and through emails.
We also extend our thanks to Jo Ann Morse, who
did an outstanding job as the Warbler Weekend Coordinator for several years, including during the last two,
when the idea of planning was turned completely on its
head because of COVID.
For more information or to volunteer, contact Ed
Davies at eddavies60@gmail.com
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Kestrel Nest
Box 2021
Results
Another
successful year for
the Kestrel Nest Box
project had eight nest
boxes in place for the
2021 nesting season,
the same number
and locations as in 2020. Three boxes were occupied
by kestrels, each fledging five young. That’s almost as
good as the previous year, when four boxes produced
16 young. The successful boxes this year were at Lake
Elmo Park Reserve, The Belwin Conservancy, and
Afton State Park. Once again, the Afton pair were the
earliest nesters, fledging their five young by about
June 16. The Belwin and Lake Elmo chicks fledged on
about June 25.
An additional pair of kestrels investigated the
second Belwin box but did not remain in the area.
And, as in 2020, a kestrel was observed in the vicinity
of the box in Tamarack Nature Center, but the box
remained unoccupied (by kestrels). When we cleaned
out the boxes, on October 19, we found one
unhatched Wood Duck egg in the Tamarack box and
about a dozen in the Rice Creek North box.
On occasion, we have found a wasp nest attached
to the under-side of the roof in a nest box. An online
source recommends rubbing a bar of soap on the roof
to prevent the nest pedicel from adhering to the roof.
Our tool kit now contains a bar of soap.
Thank you, once again, to our volunteer nest box
monitors: Lynnette Anderson, Val Cunningham, Jane
Dickerson, Gerry Fuller, Janet Kortuem, Linda Keller,
Kathy Sidles, Lynn and Mike Swift, and Elizabeth
Wolf. And thanks to Gus Koutsouvas, who does the
heavy lifting and ladder work.
You can see photos of the 2021 nest box contents
at tinyurl.com/2021kestrels.
Julian Sellers, Kestrel Nest Box Coordinator
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Annual
Report and
Fund Drive
Request in
the Mail
Watch for the
2021 Annual
Report for the
Saint Paul
Audubon Society,
coming to you
soon along with
the annual
request for
contributions.
The report gives
an overview of
the many ways the Society works in the areas of
conservation, education, and advocacy. It’s been an
active year for the Society, in spite of pandemic
restraints.
Also included in the mailing is a letter from Kenyon
Sayler, the Annual Fund Drive Chair, with the once-ayear request for your financial support. A gift form and
return envelope are also included.
Thank you to Dean Doering, who ran the annual
fund drive so ably for many years, and passed the torch
to Kenyon earlier this year.
An electronic version of the report is available on our
website at https://www.saintpaulaudubon.org/wpcontent/uploads/2021/12/2021-Saint-Paul-Audubonreport.pdf and you may also use the website to make a

gift. Thank you to all of our donors. We could not
accomplish all that we do without your support!
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The Cranes at Crex trip brings surprises this
year
Saint Paul Audubon’s annual field trip to see the
Sandhill Cranes at Crex Meadows took a few unexpected
turns this year.
The drought of 2021 dried up the feeding fields around
Crex and according to Chase Davies, who led the group,
along with Louise Eidsmoe, “There hasn’t been enough
rain for the creeks that bring the water, much less the usual
flooding that supports the cranes, other wildlife, and the
vegetation that feeds them all.” The cranes were clearly
roosting someplace else, and Crex Meadows staff suggested going ten miles south to the Grettum Flowage in the
Fish Lake WMA, where up to 5,000 a night had been reported.
A line of 17 cars, some with first-time birders, caravanned to the new site, which provided a somewhat different viewing experience. “We were closer to the cranes than
usual and the noise level was far greater than what we experience at Crex,” said Chase. “Scopes revealed massed
choirs of birds in the distance and binoculars were actually
useful.”
“Parked along the flowage road, we watched the arrivals and listened to the adults and a few young individuals
socializing as they settled in for the night,” said Chase.
“Everyone in our group stayed through sundown, which
unexpectedly coincided with a huge orange harvest moon
rise.”

Photos by Patrick McInnis.

This year the cranes were joined by “over 50 Trumpeter Swans, a few coots, mallards and Canada Geese,” said
Chase, “along with a Bald Eagle and a Harrier seeking supper from among the wetland plants. The dearth of small
birds such as finches and sparrows, lingering warblers,
and blackbirds was notable. Another difference—in fact
totally unique in my years of craning—is that the birds
stopped coming in right at 7:15. As though the spigot had
suddenly been turned off. Usually the sound of cranes
streaming in continues through dusk until it’s too dark to
see them on the wing. I left at 8:07 after 20 minutes of near
total quiet other than an occasional goose honk, duck
squawk, young crane tin whistle, or adult ‘garoo.’”

